
[image: ]
PRESS RELEASE
Nov. 17, 2011
Story has 2nd graders thinking about college

CAMPBELL COUNTY SCHOOLS - Second-grade students across Campbell County Schools, including those pictured at Crossroads Elementary with School Resource Officer Andy Hyett, were treated to a extra story time and a lesson in preparing for the future this week as the district celebrated American Education Week. I Know I Can by Wendy W. Rouillard is the story of three animals who work hard to achieve their career goals, while one slacks off before realizing the importance of hard work and a good education. This week more than 1,600 students across Northern Kentucky were read the book which was provided by the Kentucky Education Council. 

The story is meant to introduce the idea of postsecondary education to elementary students who need to learn at a young age the importance of preparation and education in order to fulfill future dreams. Positive role models including parents, community leaders and business partners, visited CCS classrooms to read the story and discuss the career goals of the students and how education is important to succeeding in each career. After hearing the story, students were offered a card in which they completed the sentence ‘I know I can be a…” 

Students from Crossroads Elementary offered a wide variety of career choices to finish the sentence. Veterinarians, fire fighters and archeologists were among the more popular choices but others selected singer, Navy officer, mother, designer and BMX rider. Teachers used the cards to open a dialogue with students not only on the importance of college to be successful at their chosen careers but the importance of doing well in school now and throughout middle and high school. 

The Northern Kentucky Education Council serves as the overarching organization for the alignment of education initiatives that support the Northern Kentucky population from birth to career. The council believes the I Know I Can campaign will introduce the idea of college to children at a young age, and serve as a catalyst to increase awareness and generate interest in opportunities available to students who pursue postsecondary education. 

Campbell County School District provides the highest quality public education and extracurricular activities for nearly 5,000 students in preschool through grade 12. The district has earned the prestigious AdvancEd International accreditation and is among the top ranking districts in Kentucky on state and national assessments. More information is available at www.campbellcountyschools.org.
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