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A BAD BOY CAN BE GOOD FOR A GIRL / Tanya Lee Stone  

Josie, Nicolette, and Aviva all get mixed up with a senior boy who can talk them into 

doing almost anything he wants. In a blur of high school hormones and personal 

doubt, each girl struggles with how much to give up and what ultimately to keep for 

herself.  

 

AMERICAN BORN CHINESE / Gene Yang  

Alternates three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese Americans 

trying to participate in the popular culture. Presented in comic book format.  

 
ASTONISHING ADVENTURES OF FAN BOY AND GOTH GIRL / Barry Lyga  

A fifteen-year-old "geek" who keeps a list of the high school jocks and others who 

torment him, and pours his energy into creating a great graphic novel, encounters 

Kyra, Goth Girl, who helps change his outlook on almost everything, including himself.  

 
THE BOOK THIEF / Marcus Zusak  

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a 

young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family 

and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.  

 
CODE ORANGE / Caroline B. Cooney  

While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope 

containing 100-year-old smallpox scabs and fears that he has infected himself and all 

of New York City.  

 
DAIRY QUEEN / Catherine Murdock  

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for 

her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport 

herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her.  

 
IMPULSE / Ellen Hopkins  

Three teens who meet at Reno, Nevada's Aspen Springs mental hospital after each 

has attempted suicide connect with each other in a way they never have with their 

parents or anyone else in their lives.  

 
KNIGHTS OF THE HILL COUNTRY / Tim Tharp  

 In his senior year, high school star linebacker Hampton Greene finally begins to think 

for himself and discovers that he might be interested in more than just football.  

 

LA LINEA / Ann Jaramillo  

When fifteen-year-old Miguel's time finally comes to leave his poor Mexican village, 

cross the border illegally, and join his parents in California, his younger sister's 

determination to join him soon imperils them both.  

 

 



NICK & NORAH’S INFINITE PLAYLIST / Rachel Cohn  

High school student Nick O'Leary, member of a rock band, meets college-bound 

Norah Silverberg and asks her to be his girlfriend for five minutes in order to avoid his 

ex-sweetheart.  

 
NINETEEN MINUTES / Jodi Picoult  

In Sterling, New Hampshire, 17-year-old high school student Peter Houghton has 

endured years of verbal and physical abuse at the hands of classmates. His best 

friend, Josie Cormier, succumbed to peer pressure and now hangs out with the 

popular crowd that often instigates the harassment. One final incident of bullying 

sends Peter over the edge and leads him to commit an act of violence that forever 

changes the lives of Sterling's residents.  

 

PEEPS / Scott Westerfeld  

Cal Thompson is a carrier of a parasite that causes vampirism, and must hunt down all 

of the girlfriends he has unknowingly infected.  

 
SAINT IGGY / K. L. Going  

Iggy Corso, who lives in city public housing, is caught physically and spiritually 

between good and bad when he is kicked out of high school, goes searching for his 

missing mother, and causes his friend to get involved with the same dangerous drug 

dealer who deals to his parents.  

 

SMASHED: STORY OF A DRUNKEN GIRLHOOD / Koren Zailckas  

From earliest experimentation to habitual excess to full-blown abuse, twenty-four-year-

old Koren Zailckas leads us through her experience of a terrifying trend among young 

girls, exploring how binge drinking becomes routine, how it becomes "the usual." With 

the stylistic freshness of a poet and the dramatic gifts of a novelist, Zailckas describes 

her first sip at fourteen, alcohol poisoning at sixteen, a blacked-out sexual experience 

at nineteen, total disorientation after waking up in an unfamiliar New York City 

apartment at twenty-two, when she realized she had to stop, and all the depression, 

rage, troubled friendships, and sputtering romantic connections in between.  

 

SOLD / Patricia McCormick  

Thirteen-year-old Lakshmi leaves her poor mountain home in Nepal thinking that she is 

to work in the city as a maid only to find that she has been sold into the sex slave trade 

in India and that there is no hope of escape.  

ize is not wholly human. 


